
 

 

KING MUSIC HANDBOOK 2018-2019 

 
King’s Performing Arts program offers students the opportunity to make personal and 

cultural discoveries by participating in a creative, disciplined, and collaborative process. 

Through a structured, communal approach to learning, students develop self-confidence, 

perseverance, imagination, reflective thinking, and intuition. By participating in the 

Performing Arts, students gain skills and understandings that enrich their engagement with 

our rapidly changing world.  It is a goal of the King Performing Arts program to provide 

students with the skill to become life-long music makers, no matter what professional study 

they pursue.  

 

The purpose of this Handbook is to guide members of the King community who plan to 
participate in King School music program. Topics covered include curriculum and course 
offerings, the audition process, instrument borrowing, and guidelines and expectations for 
rehearsal and performance. At the end of this handbook, prospective Middle and Upper 
School participants -- both parents and students -- will be asked to sign an 
acknowledgment of their understanding of these policies and procedures.  
 

 

Section 1: Music Courses and Curriculum  
 
LOWER SCHOOL 
 
Lower School General Music 

Lower School General Music is an active, multicultural program that enables all children to              
experience success in creating and performing music in all strands of the program, leading              
them to be lifelong music makers. Children in PreK-Grade 5 experience a variety of learning               
activities in moving, speaking, singing, listening, playing, reading, creating, improvising, and           
evaluating. 
 
The Lower School music curriculum utilizes principles of the Orff, Kodaly, and Music             
Learning Theory approaches. As such, singing is the first primary skill developed in each              
music class. Vocal development is taught and assessed through children’s singing games,            



 

 

tonal/rhythmic and solfege exercises, and age-appropriate choral music. Movement         
activities and the use of classroom instruments also play a key role in teaching ensemble               
skills. 
 
All lower school students participate in three major school performances: the Winter            
Concert in December, Grandparents’ and Special Friends’ Day Concert in May, and Moving             
Up Ceremonies in June. Various grade level performances are also highlighted throughout            
the year, including a Grade 5 Musical Theater production. 
 
Lower School Instrumental Units 
As part of the core curriculum of the Lower School General Music courses, the King School 
Beginning Instrumental Program enhances the development of students’ musicianship 
skills as it introduces the instrument families in a grade appropriate sequence.  These 
instrumental units take place one to two times per rotation during students’ normal lower 
school music class.  They are intended to expose the entire lower school student body to 
instrumental music by teaching the students about each instrumental family and 
developing the basic coordination to produce a sound and play simple songs on each 
instrument.  The units will also help reinforce music notation and audiation skills that are 
being developed in their general music curriculum.  
 

● Kindergarten: Percussion  
● Grade 1: Keyboards: Melodica and Orff Instruments 
● Grade 2: Recorder (Pre-Woodwinds) 
● Grade 3: Woodwinds: Clarinet and Flute 
● Grade 4: Brass: Trombone and Trumpet 
● Grade 5:  Introduction to Band: Students will select one instrument from the 

previous units and play that instrument for the year. Students are asked to select 
and rank three  different instruments that they would like to play.  In order to create 
a balanced ensemble, students will be given one of the three instruments that they 
selected.  It is our policy to give students their first choice instrument when 
possible.  

 
MIDDLE SCHOOL CURRICULUM 
The MS Music Program is designed to expand the strong audiation skills developed in the 
LS Music Program. In addition, there is strong emphasis on developing musical language 
skills, such as the reading of basic music notation and fundamentals of music theory. 
Outside of learning and developing fundamental music skills, the program is intended to 



 

 

develop group learning and teamwork skills. These skills are taught and developed through 
the use of performance ensembles.The ensemble provides students with valuable tools to 
expand opportunities for creativity, self-expression, cooperative learning, teamwork, 
academic success, and self-esteem. 
 
MS Beginning Band: 
Beginning band is an ensemble designed to introduce students who have little or no prior 
experience playing an instrument to the basic skills it requires to learn how to play an 
instrument.  It combines ensemble playing and individual sequential assignment playing to 
help each individual student progress on their instrument at the pace needed for them. The 
ensemble builds skill in sequence to allow the students to advance into either the Lab or 
Concert Ensemble the following year.  Listed below are the instruments that can be chosen: 
 

● Flute, Oboe, Clarinet, Bassoon, Saxophone, Trumpet, Trombone, French Horn, 
Baritone, Tuba, **Acoustic/Electric Bass, **Percussion  

 
Students are asked to select and rank three different instruments that they would like to 
play.  Based on creating a balanced ensemble, students will be given one of the three 
instruments that they selected.  It is our policy to give first choice when possible.  **Each 
middle school ensemble will have no more than two or three percussionists and will have 
no more than two bassists.  
  
MS Beginning Choir: 
Beginning choir (all Grade 6 students start in Beginning Choir) is an ensemble designed to 
introduce students who have little or no prior experience of singing in a choir to learning 
the basics of being engaged member of a choir.   It combines ensemble singing and 
individual sequential assignment playing (on SmartMusic) to help each individual student 
progress on their instrument at the pace needed for them. The ensemble builds skill in 
sequence to allow the students to advance into Concert Choir the following year.  
 
MS Concert Girls’ & Concert Boys’ Choir: 
Because of the changing voice, and range availability, boys and girls in Grade 7 and Grade 8 
are divided into separate choirs to help all of the students progress at an appropriate pace 
based on the changing voice.  Because of the changing voice of the Middle School boy, for 
example, sometimes a student can start the year and end the year on a completely different 
voice part.  By separating the boys and girls in the middle school, the boys especially are 
able to develop and continuing singing while this change occurs.  Grade 8 students are 



 

 

accepted into this choir based on an individual assessment, and are expected to match pitch 
accurately, maintain an A- average in class participation, complete the majority of their 
SmartMusic assignments, and understand basic solfege concepts.  
 
AUDITIONED ENSEMBLES: To participate in Lab Band/Concert Band, students audition in 
the spring for the following Fall. Audition material clearly defines the necessary skill level. 
 
Lab Band: 
Lab Band is an ensemble designed to help further develop the students basic playing skills 
on their instrument and improve their music reading skills.  It combines ensemble playing 
and also individual assignment playing which is intended to help each individual student 
progress on his or her instrument at the pace he or she needs.  
  
Concert Band: 
The Concert Ensemble is an ensemble for advanced students who want to perform more 
often at a higher skill level. This ensemble has deeper focus on the nuances and musicality 
of playing in a large ensemble. The Concert Ensemble will play four to eight performances a 
year.  
 
 
UPPER SCHOOL CURRICULUM 
The King US Music program is designed for students to participate in varied ensemble and 
performance settings. This variety allows students to expand their musical skills and to 
develop their own musical voice, so they become life-long music makers no matter what 
other fields of study they pursue in their future.  Please Click here for our  program guide. 
 
Further objectives of the Music program include the following: 

● Developing leadership and responsibility by encouraging students to take 
ownership of the music-making process by assuming responsibility for both 
individual and group improvement 

● Provide students and audiences with a flavor of the cultures from which the 
different styles of music derive and how music itself influences cultural identity by 
playing great works of past and modern composers 

● Provide students with more basic music-building blocks such as music theory, ear 
training, music history, to demonstrate how having a basic understanding of these 
crucial building blocks can improve their understanding of music, improve their 
playing, and increase their enjoyment in playing and listening to music 

https://www.kingschoolct.org/academics/upper-school/upper-school-curriculum


 

 

 
 
 

 

Section 2: Grading Policy 
 
Middle and Upper School 
  
It is the policy of the King Performing Arts Department that students be assessed on the 
basis of effort, class participation, skill development, and attendance at performances. Each 
and every student is expected to contribute to the musical success of the group through his 
or her demonstrated dedication, commitment, maturity, and diligence during rehearsals 
and concerts. The directors strongly believe that any student, regardless of prior musical 
skill or aptitude, can achieve high levels of excellence in these areas. 
 
Students will commit to the following: be on time, attend every dress rehearsal and concert 
(see below), attend every class unless excused, bring music to every rehearsal in a 
protective folder, bring a sharpened pencil with an eraser, care for their music (no tearing, 
folding, curling or marking with ink), engage in proper performance posture, conform to 
the performance dress code set forth by the director, refrain from eating, chewing gum or 
drinking any liquid other than bottled water, refrain from talking/playing, except when 
called upon. These are the general guidelines for all performing arts classes at King.  
 

 

Section 3: Concert and Rehearsal Policies 
 
CONCERT POLICIES 
Concert Attendance Policy: 
All concerts and dress rehearsals are considered exams and are mandatory. The only 
acceptable excuses for missing a dress rehearsal are King games/matches (not practices), 
religious observances, family emergency, or personal illness. The acceptable excuses for 
missing a concert is family emergency, religious observances, or personal illness. 
Notification from a parent regarding such situations must be made in writing as soon as 
possible, preferably before the event.  Conflicts regarding playoff or championship 
games/matches will be resolved on a  case-by-case basis.  
 
Concert Performance Policy: While concerts are considered mandatory, students must 



 

 

meet the performing requirements for each concert in order to perform.  Students and 
parents will be notified ahead of time in consultation with their advisor should this issue 
arise. Unexcused absence from a concert or attending a concert with inappropriate attire 
will result in a student’s grade being lowered.  (Half a letter grade for inappropriate attire, 
full letter grade for unexcused absence) 
 
 
Performance Dress Code: 

● Lower School: Students in Grades 2-5 are expected to wear attire appropriate to 
the King Formal dress code.  

● Middle School: Students are expected to wear attire appropriate to the King Formal 
dress code.  Jackets may be removed for a concert if the director deems appropriate.  

● Upper School: Upper School Instrumental ensembles are expected to wear all 
black.  

● Upper School:  Upper school Choir is expected to wear white and black 
 

Section 4: Instruments and Supplies 
 
Instruments and Supplies: 
King is committed to providing quality beginner (student) instruments to those who do not 
have access to an instrument.  King has a limited number of instruments and if students 
choose to use a King provided instrument, their instrument choices may be determined by 
what is available in the school’s remaining inventory.  
 
To experience a higher level of playing, advancing students are encouraged to purchase 
their own intermediate/professional model instruments.  Affordable instruments can also 
be purchased from Woodwind and Brasswind and also on ebay. (It is suggested that you 
contact Mr. Mendez if you are considering purchasing your own instrument.)  
 
School Instrument Borrowing Policy: 
If students use one of the school’s instruments, it is expected that they will maintain the 
instrument to the best of their ability.  If a school instrument is returned at the end of the 
school year with excessive damage, the student will be billed for the repair cost. 
  
Instrument Rental vs Buying: 
Many parents choose to purchase or rent an instrument for their child.  Purchasing an 
instrument gives students a sense of ownership, which helps to increase their need to 



 

 

practice and maintain their instrument.  
1. Monetarily, the cost of purchasing an instrument pays for itself in 2 years. 
2. Purchasing an instrument allows the student to get an instrument of better quality that 
can be used throughout their school career and further into the future.  Keep in mind that 
rentals are usually very basic beginning models that have to be upgraded as the student 
progresses. 
 
 

 

Section 5: Respect Statement 
 
Respect, Responsibility, and Self Discipline 
Music ensembles by their very nature suggest a community.  Teamwork  and great 
cooperation are essential for any ensemble to achieve its goals.  Therefore, at King we 
believe an ensemble must run on three principles: Respect, Responsibility, and Self 
Discipline: Respect for yourself and others around you; Responsibility for your role in the 
ensemble and for your actions; Self Discipline that reflects a sense of pride in yourself, 
your family, your school, and your band.  A very small number of students may find that 
they cannot make that kind of commitment. The instructor will in such cases reach out to 
the student’s advisor and parent/s to discuss further steps. The King music ensembles can 
only succeed when all students work together to strive for a single goal of performing to 
their best of their ability. 
 
King Music Policy Acknowledgment 
 (Please sign and return this page by Friday, September 21, 2019.) 
  
I have read and understand the attached grading policy, dress code, and behavioral 
expectations pertaining to membership in a King Music Ensemble and, having noted the 
dates and times of the required events, agree to abide by the terms stated herein. 
Signed, 
  
______________________ ____________________________  
Student name (please print)  Student Signature Date 
  
 
__________________________________ __________________________ 
 Parent/Guardian name (please print) Parent/Guardian Signature   Date 



 

 

 


